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WASHINGTON (AP) - The 
Justice Department officially 
denied Thursday that any deal 
was made by jailed tycoon louis 
E. Wolfson in return for his 
cooperation in an investigation 
of former Supreme Court Jus- 
tice Abe Fortas. 

“We wish to make it plain," 
the statement said, “that Mr. 
Wolfs on's testimony was under 
compulsion of process and not 
as a volunteer." 

The Justice Department state- 
ment, passed out late Thursday 
after numerous inquiries were 
made by newsmen, marked the 
first time the department had 
officially acknowledged that in- 
formation had been obtained 
from Wolfson about his relation- 
ship with Fortas. 

The department said the gov- 
ernment approached Wolfson 
through his attorneys and said it 
wished to interview him in con- 
nection with the activities of the 
Wolfson family foundation. 

"At that time the attorneys 
were told that if Wolfson de- 
dined to consent to an interview 



the government intended to 
subpoena him before a grand 
jury and compel his testimony," 
the department said. 

“The attorneys were also ad- 
vised that in the event he decid- 
ed or elected to refuse to an- 
swer any questions upon the ba- 
sis of his Fifth Amendment 
rights, it was the government's 
intention to immunize him from 
prosecution, proceed with the 
interrogation and obtain from 
him under the compulsion of 
process the information that the 
government needed." 

"After being informed of this 
situation and consulting their 
client, the attorneys stated that 
Mr. YVolfson would not voluntar- 
ily give any information. Ac- 
cordingly, they were told that a 
grand jury subpoenaf would be 
served upon him in due course." 

Then, the department said, 
the attorneys indicated that un- 
der the circumstances YVolfson 
would waive appearing before a 
grand jury and answer the gov- 
ernment's questions "without a 
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personal appearance" before a 

Jury. 

"The government agreed to 
this and a grand jury subpoena 
was obtained and was served on 
Mr. Wolfson," the statement 
said. "After that, he did answer 
questions propounded by the 
FBI and he did sign a statement 
containing the substance of his 
answers to those questions." 

The department still did not 
disclose what information it had 
obtained from YVolfson that 
might have incriminated For- 
tas, who resigned Wednesday. 

The interview by the FBI 
agents occurred May 4- the 
same day Life magazine pub- 
lished its allegations that Fortas 
had accepted, and later return- 
ed, a $20,000 fee from the Wolf, 
son family foundation. 
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